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Good afternoon.   

 
Thank you, President Story, Speaker Bergren, Representatives, Senators, and 
honored guests, for this opportunity to give the State of Education Address while 
educators from all across Montana could be present.  It is their work we honor 
today.  There is no more important attribute of a quality education than good 
teachers and I am committed to ensure that we work to keep them in Montana’s 
classrooms.  I respect the teachers and staff who pour their lifeblood into educating 
those who will someday lead our state.  To support education – is to support 
quality teachers. 
 
In addition to all of the educators in the balcony, we have several Board of Public 
Education members joining us today.  I would like to thank Patti Myers, Angela 
McLean, Cal Gilbert, and Storrs Bishop for their dedication and service to 

Montana's schools. 
 
A number of legislators – 44 of your peers – also serve the education system as 
teachers, professors, and school board members.  Thank you for your service. 
 
My parents instilled in me a belief in the power of education and the promises it 
holds for each person.  They taught me and my brother that once we become 
educated, doors open, opportunities abound, and dreams become reality. I would 
like to acknowledge my parents – Stan and Carol Juneau.    
 
I have carried these lessons with me in all my endeavors and they are still with me 
today – as State Superintendent of Public Instruction.  Our mission and our work at 
the Office of Public Instruction is to create educational opportunity for all of 

Montana's students. Every staff member at OPI believes in the brilliance, 
creativity, and talents of each student in Montana's schools.  They work diligently 
to make sure we offer the highest quality services to schools.  Their work reflects 
their belief that education is truly the only way we will accomplish our state's 
hopes and dreams. 
 
All of us in this room respect the work the Legislature does on our behalf.  To 
manage a state’s budget and determine priorities for all of Montana’s citizens is a 
very difficult task, made even more demanding given the current economic straits 
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of our country. I encourage you to make decisions that are forward thinking, 
because the decisions you make next week and in the following 45 days are vitally 
important to the next generation – your children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. 
 
Our public education system is also responsible to these future generations.  We 
work to ensure every student receives a quality public education no matter their 

background, their heritage, their economic status, or geographic location.   
 
The top priority of my administration is to increase the academic achievement of 
every student.  Article X of Montana's Constitution opens with:  "It is the goal of 
the people to establish a system of education which will develop the full 
educational potential of each person.”  This vision for our education system was 
created by everyday Montanans nearly four decades ago when they gathered in this 
chamber to rewrite our state constitution.  While our students must still learn to 
read, write, and do arithmetic, they do so in a world that is very different from 
when those words were written. 
 
Our students today are members of a global society in a way very few of us ever 
envisioned.  They live in a world of iPods, YouTube videos about every topic 

imaginable, they are connected globally through social networking sites like 
MySpace, Facebook, and Twitter, their primary mode of conversation is text 
messaging - and they hold all of that power in the palm of their hands - literally.   
 
Our schools today are preparing students for jobs that don’t yet exist.  We need to 
make sure our schools are equipped to serve students as they move toward a future 
we can only imagine.  Rep. Grinde is carrying HB 459 that would create a virtual 
high school.  This is one step we can take so students in both urban and rural 
Montana have access to the types of classes that will make them globally 
competitive. 
 
While our world is changing, some of our expectations have not changed to meet 
these transformations.  Rep. Malek is carrying HB433 that expands the compulsory 

school attendance ages from 7 and 16 to 6 and 17.  HB433 is important because in 
today’s global economy, employers require at least a high school diploma – and 
often additional education and training.  Requiring young people to stay in school 
only until they're 16 may have made sense 50 years ago when jobs did not require 
specialized skills for entry level and advanced jobs.   
 
Our policies must reflect our expectation that our students will graduate from high 
school to be economically successful.  To make sure our students succeed in high 
school – and beyond - we have to engage in unprecedented collaborations.  Sen. 
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Hawks and Rep. Lake both recognize the need for partnerships and are promoting 
resolutions calling for the Legislature, K-12, and postsecondary education to work 
together, to establish common goals, and to make decisions based on data.  I look 
forward to this partnership and the great things we will do for our education system 
when we all come together to make the best decisions we can for Montana’s 
students.  We are all at our best when we are all accountable for our actions and 
decisions.  Our students deserve no less. 

 
In fact, Commissioner Stearns and I and our top leadership teams have been 
meeting to discuss dual enrollment, distance education, and to strategize ways to 
reduce the high remediation rates that students graduating from our high schools 
are confronting.  We discuss ways to make sure the highway that connects our 
systems includes frequent on-ramps so students can get re-engaged in the system if 
they need to pull into a rest stop. 
 
In this spirit, I will appoint a Community Learning and Partnerships Policy 
Advisor to bring stakeholders to the table to reach consensus about our goals for P-
20 education.  We will work with school boards, private business, industry, 
communities, and parents to chart a new course for our public education system to 
meet the needs of every student in each community across Montana. 

 
Part of this new course includes changes for high school systems.  I have appointed 
a policy advisor to work on a high school initiative to help update our high school 
model so students graduate with real-life skills necessary for 2-year colleges, 4-
year universities, or the work force.  Our mission in K-12 is to provide students 
with as many choices as possible at grade 13.   
 
I recently saw a great example of high school reform.  In Billings, they have a 
technical high school called the Career Center, which draws over 800 students 
from its three area high schools who can choose classes in different career 
pathways such as hospitality and tourism or education and training.  In the 
architecture and construction pathway, students design and build a house every 
year, right down to painting and designing the interior.  This year, the Career 

Center’s house sold for $250,000.  Those students are staying in school, learning 
relevant skills from outstanding teachers, while gaining credits toward graduation.  
The Office of Public Instruction will promote the many incredible programs 
Montana schools are implementing to provide real-life opportunities for students. 
 
We must also pay attention to the early childhood end of the spectrum.  I recently 
supported Rep. McClafferty's HB369 to provide minimal funding for the 20 Head 
Start programs that provide education, health, and nutrition services to the nearly 
5000 low-income children across MT.   I started my education career at a Head 
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Start on the southside of Billings while my parents attended then-Eastern Montana 
College to become teachers.  Head Start gave me a good start to my education 
career – I went on to graduate from Browning High School, Montana State 
University, the Harvard Graduate School of Education, and the University of 
Montana Law School.  The Office of Pubic Instruction supports HB369 because 
we know when children participate in quality early childhood programs – like 
Head Start – they are more likely to stay and succeed in school because they are 

ready for Kindergarten and the stages that follow. 
 
Speaking of Kindergarten, schools have responded enthusiastically to the 
Legislature’s law to establish Full Time Kindergarten.  93% of our Kindergarten 
students are now enrolled in FTK programs, with more schools coming on board 
next year.   
 
We will be able to use the data system the Legislature funded to track these 
Kindergarten students to determine the program’s success.  We are entering into an 
important phase of education where we use data to examine how well all of our 
students are learning. The federal No Child Left Behind Act has spotlighted 
accountability of schools through the use of data.  I call on you to be our partner in 
these data-driven decisions by supporting our statewide data system, called 

Achievement in Montana, or AIM.  This data system tracks a wide variety of 
student information including enrollment and demographic information, scores on 
statewide assessments, student dropout information, eligibility for state and federal 
education programs, and special education planning and reporting.   This system 
allows stakeholders at all levels of education to make informed decisions based on 
accurate and timely information.   
 
Our constitution states: “Equality of educational opportunity is guaranteed to each 
person of the state."   When we analyze the data from multiple angles, we know the 
majority of our students are doing very well academically.  However, the guarantee 
is not being met for every student.  Achievement gaps do exist, primarily between 
our poor and non-poor students.  We can do better.  The Legislature recognizes 
these disparities in achievement and makes appropriations to support schools in 

their efforts to close the American Indian student achievement gap and provide 
services for at-risk students.  These bold steps by the Legislature help all 
Montanans. 
 
We lost one of our respected tribal leaders this week and my thoughts are with the 
Crow Nation as they mourn the loss of Chairman Carl Venne.  He believed in the 
power of public education and what it can do for all children.  He was a great 
advocate, in particular, for the education of American Indian students in Montana.  
He knew that every American Indian child who went on to become a doctor, 
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teacher, attorney, or scientist, was one more person who would help their 
communities become successful and economically viable.  We all need to work 
toward that same vision of opportunity and community improvement. 
 
The 2005 and 2007 Legislature initiated funding that allows OPI to provide 
necessary support to schools in the areas of curriculum and instruction and Indian 
Education For All.   

 
The OPI curriculum specialists have traveled to the four corners of Montana to 
provide professional development around quality classroom teaching.  They are a 
highly regarded addition to the services we provide to schools and teachers.  They 
are helping us conduct on-site accreditation school visits, provide valuable 
materials and resources to classroom teachers, and make our agency more focused 
on quality instruction. 
 
Our constitution also provides that “the state recognizes the distinct and unique 
cultural heritage of the American Indian and is committed in its educational goals 
to the preservation of their cultural integrity.”  This provision became known as 
Indian Education For All, and after the Legislature provided funding for its 
implementation, it has become a widely respected program that is being duplicated 

in many other states.  Many teachers wondered how it was possible to integrate 
content about American Indians into their classroom lessons.  Since 2005, our 
office, working with teachers and tribal educators, has created over 220 classroom 
units and lessons spanning nearly every curriculum area.  Now, we have physics 
students measuring the elastic potential energy storage of hunting bows.  Math 
students are learning how to use experimental and theoretical probabilities to make 
predictions by playing a variety of tribal guessing games. 
 
A final priority for discussion today is, of course, funding to ensure a quality 
education for each student.  Public education is the ONLY system our state 
constitution has specifically outlined as the Legislative body having a duty to fund.  
The constitution states "The legislature shall provide a basic system of free quality 
public elementary and secondary schools. . . . . It shall fund and distribute in an 

equitable manner to the school districts the state's share of the cost of the basic 
elementary and secondary school system.”  The 2005 Legislature defined a basic 
system of quality public schools.   Now we need to move toward adequate funding 
of that system.   
 
In the near future, I will appoint a School Funding Policy Analyst to develop a 
long-term strategy for school funding so we can work with new and future 
legislators.  This analyst will look at our history of funding schools, our economic 
structure, our tax structure, and develop a long term plan so we can do better for 
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our students and our schools.  We must develop a solution that will outlast our 
individual political lives and agendas. 
 
I ask you to please fund public schools this session at a level that will ensure  
every student is provided a quality education in every one of our schools.  There 
are several good bills proposed this session.  Sen. Branae carried SBs 69 and  
70 on behalf of the Office of Public Instruction, which increases funding for the  

quality educator component and increases the per ANB and the entitlement  
component by 3%.  Rep. Villa is carrying HB15 that provides for the Governor’s  
school funding request, which should be the minimum amount you provide to  
schools this session.  We must also take time to review the components of the new 
federal Jobs Package President Obama signed this week.  Federal guidance will 
soon emerge and we will all know how it may, or may not, fit into the state’s 
budget.  OPI’s goal is to provide accurate and credible information to the 
Legislature and local schools.  Although this federal money is OTO, we will work 
with you so the money is used to improve opportunities and outcomes for our 
students.   
 
At the end of the day, we are all responsible for the education of Montana’s 
children.  And, we all benefit from each child's educational success.  Funding 

public education is a state responsibility.  Economic crisis or not – the legislature 
has a constitutional responsibility to ensure a quality public education for each 
child. 
 
As you continue your work here in this 61st Legislature, please remember the 
critical importance of K-12 education to our economic future and the lives of all of 
Montana's children.  Every child deserves a chance to succeed and a quality 
education is a part of that foundation for success.  We have an obligation to keep 
the good of our children – all of our children – in our hearts during our 
deliberations.   

Thank you all.  I look forward to a great next 4 years.  
 
 


